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Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  tny  fourteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  District. 

1  have  estimated  the  population  at  26,000,  and  I  have  appended 
tables  giving  full  statistics  not  only  of  the  total  number  of  births  and 
deaths,  but  also  statistics  of  births  and  deaths,  and  the  extent  of  disease 
and  mortality  in  each  of  the  wards. 

Births. — Of  the  726  births  registered,  370  were  males  and  356 
were  females.  These  figures  give  a  birth-rate  of  27'9  per  1,000  as 
compared  with  28‘2  in  1895,  and  31  in  1894. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  was  486;  of  these  244  were 
males  and  246  were  females.  This  mortality  is  equivalent  to  a  death- 
rate  of  18-6  per  1,000,  compared  with  19-4  per  1,000  in  1895,  but  is  not 
equal  to  the  very  low  death  rate  in  1894,  when  it  dropped  to  16  per 
1,000.  I  have  also  made  an  approximate  calculation  of  the  population 
of  each  ward  as  I  did  for  my  last  annual  report,  but  whereas  the 
mortality  in  all  the  wards  was  then  almost  similar,  there  is  this  year 
such  a  difference  that  I  venture  to  append  the  results. 


Estimated  Population. 

Death-rate. 

Black  Lane  Ward 

6,600 

19  6 

Radcliffe  Hall  Ward 

6,100 

15-7 

Radcliffe  Bridge  Ward 

7,600 

2L5 

Stand  Lane  Ward 

5,700 

1 GS 

26,000 

18-8 

That  this  is  partly  due  to  the  greater  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever 
in  the  Black  Lane  and  Radcliffe  Bridge  wards  is  probable,  as  whereas 
there  were  22  deaths  from  this  cause  in  Black  Lane  Ward  and  27  in 
Radcliffe  Bridge  Ward,  there  were  only  11  in  Radcliffe  Hall  Ward. 
Enteric  Fever  caused  three  deaths  in  Black  Lane  Ward  and  three  in 
Radcliffe  Bridge,  but  Radcliffe  Ilall  Ward  escaped  entirely. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  death  of  children  under  the  age  of 
five  years  numbered  227,  and  of  these  143  were  under  the  age  of  one 
year.  Infantile  mortality  is  usually  measured  in  terms  of  the  number 
of  deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  births.  Measured  in  this  way  the 
rate  in  Radcliffe  for  1896  is  196  per  1000,  which,  although  better  than 
the  remarkable  rate  last  year  (222  per  1,000),  is  still  much  higher  than 
that  for  1894  (152  per  1,000),  and  is  still  much  above  the  average  of 
other  Lancashire  towns. 


Natural  Increase. — The  Natural  Increase  for  the  year  is  240. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — The  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven 
principal  zymotic  diseases  has  again  been  large,  viz  : — 84  as  compared 
with  83  in  1895,  and  22  in  1894.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  zymotic 
mortality  of  3  2  per  1,000  as  compared  with  the  same  rate  in  1895,  and 
09  in  1894,  but  whereas  in  1895  the  high  zymotic  mortality  was  due  to 
an  epidemic  of  summer  Diarrhoea,  which  caused  51  deaths,  and  which  is 
not  very  amenable  to  sanitary  influences,  the  high  rate  in  1896  was  due 
to  increased  severity  of  the  eases  of  Scarlet  and  Enteric  Fever,  and  also 
to  the  prevalence  of  Measles,  which  last  was  entirely  absent  from  the 
district  during  1895. 

Small  =  pox. — -During  the  year  one  case  of  Small-pox  was  notified 
but  we  were  again  so  fortunate  as  to  get  the  case  removed  to  hospital  and 
to  succeed  in  our  efforts  to  prevent  any  spread  of  the  disease.  In  view 
of  the  action  taken  by  your  Council  in  reference  to  the  provision  of 
proper  Hospital  accomodation  for  the  district,  it  becomes  unnecessary  for 
me  to  reiterate  my  former  requests  for  the  provision  of  such  Hospital 
accomodation,  and  I  trust  that  before  many  months  have  elapsed  we  may 
be  free  from  the  anxiety  which  our  helploss  position  has  so  often 
caused.  I  may  add  that  the  case  of  small-pox  notified  was  a  very 
severe  one  and  proved  fatal  two  days  after  admission  into  Hospital,  but 
as  the  death  occurred  outside  our  district  it  does  not  appear  in  our  death 
returns. 

Scarlet  Fever. — During  the  last  four  years  Scarlet  Fever  has 
continued  prevalent,  and,  as  has  often  been  noticed,  has  become  more 
virulent  in  character.  Thus  whilst  in  1895  there  were  15  deaths  out  of 
486  cases,  in  1896  there  were  18  deaths  out  of  346  cases.  As  usual  all 
children  from  houses  where  the  disease  was  prevalent  were  excluded  from 
School,  but  as  in  1895  the  cases  were  so  scattered  amongst  different 
Schools  that  we  were  not  able  to  convince  ourselves  that  the  recom¬ 
mendation  to  close  any  School  would  be  beneficial  in  arresting  the  spread 
of  the  disease.  I  trust  that  by  the  erection  of  our  Hospital  we  may  in 
future  be  able  to  keep  future  epidemics  within  control,  and  that  ample 
use  will  be  made  of  those  appliances  which  will  be  provided  in  connection 
with  the  Hospital  for  the  prompt  disinfection  of  all  infected  articles 
which  at  present  remain  as  foci  of  infection  for  long  periods  of  time. 

Diphtheria. — Two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  but  caused  no 
deaths,  but  there  were  no  fewer  than  seven  deaths  from  Membraneous 


Croup,  which  is  probably  Diphtheria  of  the  Windpipe.  None  of  these  cases 
were  traced  to  sanitary  defects  or  to  impurities  in  the  water  or  milk  supply. 

Typhoid  and  Continued  Fever. — Forty-nine  cases  of  Typhoid 
and  one  of  Continued  Fever  were  notified,  and  caused  ten  deaths,  or  a 
mortality  of  20  per  cent. 

Almost  half  of  the  cases  of  Typhoid  occurred  in  Black  Lane  ward, 
hut  diligent  enquiry  and  observation  did  not  lead  to  the  discovery  of  the 
source  of  the  disease.  Certainly  the  milk  supply  was  not  at  fault,  nor 
could  we  ascertain  that  there  was  any  chance  that  the  water  supply  had 
become  in  some  way  contaminated.  There  was,  however,  a  drain  blocked 
in  Milton  Street,  and  after  this  was  opened  and  repaired  the  cases 
suddenly  ceased,  During  the  year  more  pails  have  been  purchased  for 
the  disposal  of  Typhoid  excreta,  and  are,  I  believe,  found  very  useful  in 
preventing  lecrudescence  of  the  disease.  The  pails  are  removed  every 
other  day  and  the  contents  mixed  with  carbolic  acid  and  sawdust  and 
burnt,  thus  destroying  all  chance  of  further  infection. 

Whooping  Cough. — Nine  deaths  were  registered  from  Whooping 
Cough  as  compared  with  seven  in  1895. 

Diarrhoea.  —  -Diarrhoea  was  not  so  prevalent  as  in  1895  and  caused 
°nly  29  deaths,  all  of  which,  except  two,  were  children  under  five  years  of 
age. 

Phthisis  and  Chest  Diseases. — The  death-rate  from  Phthisis 
was  ’8  per  1,000  and  that  from  Chest  Diseases  (Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
and  Pleurisy)  was  4-  per  1,000. 

Injuries. — Thirteen  persons  during  the  year  lost  their  lives  through 
accidents  of  one  kind  or  another. 

Water. — -The  water  supplied  by  the  Bury  Corporation  has  often 
been  very  dirty  during  the  year  from  vegetable  deposit,  and  often  unfit 
for  use  without  previous  filtration. 

The  water  supply  of  the  outlying  portions  of  the  district,  as,  e.y 
some  of  the  farms  and  village  of  Starling,  which  are  not  supplied  from 
the  Corporation,  is  also  very  unsatisfactory,  and  l  propose  to  give  the 
question  of  improving  these  supplies  both  as  to  quantity,  quality,  and 
accessibility  my  earnest  consideration. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. — For  the  rest  of  the  statistical 
information  in  my  report  I  am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his 
assistant,  and  when  you  sec  the  large  number  of  inspections  made  and 
sanitary  imperfections  remedied  you  will  agree  with  me  I  feel  sure  that 


the  appointment  of  an  assistant  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  lias  been  amply 
justified  by  the  results  so  far  obtained. 

Ashpits. — “During  the  year  12,237  ashpits  have  been  emptied 
belonging  to  30,373  houses.”  1  am  assured  by  the  Inspector  that  every 
effort  is  made  by  the  men  in  this  department  to  perform  their  duties 
with  as  little  nuisance  to  the  public  as  possible,  but  I  think  that  a  much 
larger  expenditure  in  this  department  and  the  provision  of  more  men  and 
horses  would  be  a  true  economy,  and  one  which  would  be  appreciated  by 
all  householders.  1  desire  also,  as  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  to 
recommend  the  advantages  of  some  form  of  slop-water  closet  for  cottages, 
and  to  use  the  ashpits  for  the  reception  of  dry  ashes  only. 

Complaints  have  been  made  during  the  year  of  nuisance  arising  from 
the  “  tips  ”  belonging  to  the  Council,  but  whilst  I  hold  strongly  that 
this  method  of  disposing  of  refuse  is  highly  objectionable  I  am  bound 
to  admit  that  during  my  visits  at  irregular  times  to  these  tips  no  smell 
has  been  evident. 


Nuisances. — The  following  Nuisances  have  been 

Ashpits  covered . 

Do.  Puddled  or  concreted  . 

New  Privies  . 

Privies  and  Ashpits  in  bad  order . 

New  Ashpits .  . 

Brick  drains  removed  and  tile  drains  laid  . . . 


abated  : — 
6G 
48 
36 
48 
19 
12 


Drains  opened  and  cleansed . 

N  uisances  from  short  waste  pipes  abated 
Gully  Traps  fixed . 


56 

65 

1308 


Total...  1658 

I  have  largely  utilised  the  services  of  Mr.  Smith  in  making  a 
systematic  house-to-house  inspection  of  the  district,  and  so  fai  4,1/1 
houses  have  been  visited  in  this  way  with  the  result  shewn  in  the  above 
table  of  nuisances  abated. 

Smoke.— Two  hundred  and  three  observations  have  been  made  of 
the  emission  of  dense  smoke  from  mills,  but  although  in  many  cases  the 
limit  allowed  has  been  exceeded,  you  have  not  yet  thought  fit  to  undei- 
take  any  prosecutions  in  this  matter. 

Dairies,  Farms. — “  32  Farms  and  Milkshops  have  been  inspected 
and  found  clean  and  in  good  order,  and  duly  limewashed.  Mi.  1  eaison 
has  prepared  for  me  a  return  of  all  the  Cowsheds  in  our  district,  shewing 


G 


the  number  of  cattle  and  the  cubic  space  of  each  shippon,  and  I  find  the 
average  space  per  head  of  cattle  is  about  500  feet. 

Workshops. — “  G9  Workshops  have  been  inspected  under  the 
Factor}'  and  Workshops  Act,  giving  employment  to  239  persons.  All 
were  found  clean,  limewaslied  at  the  proper  times,  and  none  were 
overcrowded.” 

Slaughter  Houses. — “  17  Slaughter  Houses  were  duly  inspected 
and  found  clean,  duly  limewashed,  and  in  good  condition.” 

Bakehouses. — ‘  13  Bakehouses  were  inspected  and  limewashed 
twice.” 

Offensive  Tripes. — “6  Tripe  Boilers’ premises  have  been  inspected 
and  limewashed  and  otherwise  kept  free  from  causing  any  nuisance.” 

Lodging  House. — “  1  Common  Lodging  House  has  been  inspected 
and  limewashed.” 

Disinfection, — ,l7  Houses  only  have  been  disinfected  after  in¬ 
fectious  diseases.”  It  is  obviously  impossible  to  thoroughly  fumigate 
with  sulphur  in  Cottage-houses  w  here  it  is  impossible  for  the  occupiers  to 
remain  out  of  the  room  for  at  all  events  a  few  hours,  and  also  it  is  of 
little  value  to  disinfect  the  room,  until  we  provide  means  for  the 
disinfection  of  all  infected  articles  of  clothing.  Ac. 

“  Seven  persons  have  been  reported  and  cautioned  for  blowing  off 
steam  into  the  Sewers” — In  addition  to  the  danger  from  startled  horses, 
it  seems  necessary  that  I  should  point  out  that  the  blowing  of  steam  into 
sewers  causes  a  great  displacement  and  ejectment  of  sewer  gas,  and 
consequently  there  is  risk  of  such  displaced  sewer  gas  finding  its  way  iuto 
houses  ;  moreover  this  practice  under  the  Public  Health  Amendment 
Act  is  actionable,  and  I  believe  1  am  correct  in  stating  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  your  Council  to  take  action  in  case  the  nuisance  is 
repeated. 

Food. — The  Market  has  been  inspected  regularly  every  Friday  and 
Saturday,  but  no  unsound  meat  has  been  found.  About  one  hundred¬ 
weight  of  bad  fish  were  seized  on  a  hawker’s  cart  during - and 

destroyed. 

Canal  Boats. — The  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  the  duly 
appointed  Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Act,  1877,  reports  that  he 
has  visited  the  canal  87  times  and  inspected  82  boats  ;  one  boat  had  no 
certificate  and  two  were  delapidated  and  wanted  painting.  All  three 
complaints  have  been  removed. 
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Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. — No  proceedings  have 
as  yet  been  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  of 
1890,  but  there  arc  areas  in  our  district  to  which  either  part  T.  or  part 
II.  of  this  Act  might  well  be  applied,  and  I  hope  to  have  an  early 
opportunity  of  bringing  some  of  these  under  your  notice. 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts, — No  samples  have  been  taken  under 
this  Act  during  189G,  but  1  suggest  that  in  addition  to  a  regular  scries 
ot  samples  of  milk  being  taken  for  me  to  investigate,  at  intervals  samples 
should  be  taken  in  due  form  as  required  by  the  Act  and  sent  to  the 
County  Analyst,  and  if  found  necessary  further  proceedings  should  bo 
taken  on  his  report. 

I  have  included  in  the  body  of  my  report  such  suggestions  as  it  has 
seemed  desirable  for  me  to  make  at  the  present  time,  and  it  only  remains 
for  me  to  thank  both  the  Council  itself,  and  especially  the  Health 
Committee,  with  which  I  am  most  concerned,  for  the  unvarying  courtesy 
ohown  to  me  in  the  performance  of  my  duties. 


LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness, 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the 
year  1896,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Radcliffe,  classified  accord¬ 
ing  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


(B) 


Totals . 

Stand  Lane 

Ward. 

Kadcliffe  Bridge 

Ward. 

Radcliffe  Hall 

Ward. 

— 

Black  Lane 

Ward. 

Names  of  Localities 

adapted  for  the  purpose 

of  these  Statistics. 

(«) 

486 

CD 

C5 

164 

CD 

05 

130 

o;  At  all  ages. 

Mortality  from  all  causes 
at  subjoined  ages. 

29 

143 

4* 

4^ 

05 
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05 

CD 

2  Under  1  yea 
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to 

M 

05 

to 

to 

Scarlatina. 

- 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  deaths  of  Children 
under  five  years  of  age. 

4“ 

CO 
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LO  t— 

i— * 

» 

Membraneous 

Croup 

to 

05 

4- 

Ox 

-1 

QC 

CD 

- 

- 

- 

05 

05 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid. 

*3 

K 

fcg 

P 

cr 

to 

i  1 

- 

Puerperal. 

-1 

: 

4^ 

On 

Measles. 

CD 

- 

4^ 

i- 

05 

Whooping 

Couerh 

10 

*1 

1 

C5 

- 

CC 

Gi 

- 

00 

Diarrhoea  and 

Dysentery. 

- 

Rheumatic 

Fever 

IO 
l  O 

4* 

Ox 

05 

-I 

Phthisis. 
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05 

Oi 

05 

00 
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to 

to 

to 

o 

05 

Gi 

o 

Gi 

Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia  and 
Pleurisy. 

to 

05 

IO 

Gi 

- 

4- 

CD 

^7 

:  1  Or 

H- 

Heart  Disease. 

05 

-1 

- 

05 

- 

05  ^  : 

05 

Injuries. 

IO 

4~ 

o 

CD 

to 

05 

to 

4* 

4- 

05 

to 

to 

Gi 

IO 

Gi 

05 

to 

05 

All  other 

Diseases. 

259 

IO 

IO 

—1 

4- 

05 

Oi 

05 

CD 

H- 1 

-1 

05 

Gi 

—1 

05 

CD 

05  | 
CO 

05 

to 

Total 

> 


cr 

G* 

C 

O 

Q 


rD 

P 


oo 

o 

05 


o 


p 

o 

o 

o 

~5 


CJ3 


o 

O 

5o 

o 

y 

o 

Ui 


LANCASHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


